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PRESIDENT'S REPORT 2015
Mike Singletary is a retired linebacker, head coach and NFL legend who has played and coached at the highest level for the last 35 years.
One of his many quotes was: “Do you know what my favourite part of the game is? The opportunity to play.” Over a career in the cauldron of
professional sport, Mike has never lost his enthusiasm to just “play”.

At the Coolbinia Bombers JFC in 2015 we gave more kids the opportunity to play AFL than ever before. We fielded close to 500 kids across
our 5 Auskick, Starkick & Bomberettes teams; our 9 Modified teams and our 4 Youth Teams. 

The opportunity to play footy is a gift taken for granted by our kids – and rightly so – but it doesn’t occur without significant effort from
Committees working tirelessly, volunteers giving selflessly and parents spending hours in cars and on the sidelines cheering them on. We
thank all of you for giving our kids the opportunity to play footy at the Bombers in 2015.

Season 2015 tossed up many highlights:

Our Starkick programme for 45 special needs kids got off the ground due to the vision and effort of Rob Geersen. We will look to grow this
next season.

Through Richard Dyblik, our Year 9 team formed a relationship with the Clontarf Aboriginal College which saw up to a dozen boys train and
play with our Year 9 team each week. Again, we will expand that again next year.

Our Bomberettes and Girls programmes continued to flourish and with changes to the competition format flagged for 2016 we expect this
also to grow.

A combined Grade 4/5 side played a game against the Edmund Rice Lions – a team made up of new arrivals to Australia and like so many
of our own boys and girls, have fallen in love with footy.

We formed combined sides with neighbouring clubs in our Year 7 and Year 11 teams that enabled the Bombers to provide continuous
teams from pre-primary through to year 11.

Season 2015 saw the Bombers engage with its Community like never before with record sponsorship contributions.

The first supporters social function for some years, “Rock-it-with-the-Bombers” was a resounding success.

Significant progress has been made on our negotiations with the City of Stirling on improvements to our Clubrooms and we hope to make
an announcement soon after the season completion.

Two of our Youth Teams (Years 8 and 10) qualified for finals.

Many of these achievements were the result of the dedicated effort and commitment of individuals working as a team to make things happen.
I would like to acknowledge:

Rob Geersen – a tireless, “no job too big or too small” worker.

Chloe Rizzi – scored the trifecta in 2015 - coordinated the canteen, managed Auskick and had a new baby – all in the same season.

Richard & Bernadette Dyblik – went above and beyond in commitment to their team.

Steve Allsop and Luke McNiece – and all presidents from previous years who have established a framework that allows our club to succeed
where other clubs struggle.

All the Coaches and Managers – it is a tough job that requires significant time commitment. Your work and care for the kids in your control is
appreciated.

The CBJFC Committee – a group of people always willing to put their hand up and do whatever is required. They have kept the season on
track and running smoothly; and

All the Parents, Grandparents, Carers & Volunteers who set up grounds, manned BBQ’s, served in canteens, washed jumpers, sliced
oranges, put on band-aids, kept the time, changed the scoreboard, carried water, delivered messages, held the whiteboard, ran the boundary,
waved the flags, marked the lines, packed away the pads and posts or maybe just took the time to ask “what can I do to help”,
….together, as a team, you gave 500 kids the opportunity to play.



REGISTRAR'S REPORT 2015

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 2015 (Cont'd)

The 2015 season saw registered players increase to a record of around 500, including around 45 registrations for the Starkick program for
children with disabilities.

Following is a summary of the 2015 season:

An increase in registered players to around 500.
The introduction of the Starkick program for children with disabilities.
The introduction of compulsory online registrations from Year 4 upwards. As a Club we were well placed for this having had our online

process already up and running from previous season.
Continuation of our Girls Only pathway through Bomberettes (Auskick), Junior Girls and Youth Girls.
We fielded 6 Junior teams (Year 4 to Year 6).
We fielded 5 Youth teams (Year 7 to Year 11), including combined Coolbinia/Mt Hawthorn teams for Year 7 and Year 11.
Because of low numbers in our Year 9 team an arrangement was established with Clontarf Aboriginal College for boys from the school to

play in our Year 9 team. Our Year 9 coach Richard Dyblik is to be commended for his efforts in establishing and maintaining this
arrangement. This is another example of our Club leading the way when it comes to keeping kids in the game.

The district introduced a home and away series for the Year 3 Auskick group. As a result of this change games are now tallied from Year
3 instead of Year 4 for Milestone purposes.

Regards

Craig Austen

Registrar

Our many and significant sponsors this year have not only assisted in putting the Club in a terrific financial position, they have allowed us to
invest in the programmes that encourage greater involvement and a greater diversity in the make-up of our club. All of our sponsors are listed
in this report and you have our heartfelt gratitude.

In 2016 we intend to put additional focus on the diversity of our club membership. Together with Starkick and our relationship with Clontarf,
we hope to expand in the way we engage with the broader community. As an immediate example we will reintroduce our Sunday Mods team
and reach out to families and kids of non-traditional AFL backgrounds and encourage their participation at the Bombers. We will appoint a
Diversity Coordinator to the Committee in 2016 with a specific focus on making this happen.

The values of junior football are very important to me personally and I know I can speak confidently when I say the Committee is “as one” in
terms of putting these values ahead of all else. As President I had the task on more than one occasion to speak with other clubs about issues
that had arisen. I am proud to say that I did not ever have occasion to investigate claims against any of our own members. The maintenance
of fair-play, fun, inclusion and a family environment continue to be predominant at the Bombers. Congratulations to you all for meeting the
deliberately high standards we set for behaviour at the Coolbinia Bombers.

As a Committee we speak often about the values of our Club and junior footy in general and I ask you all to remember that “One person
practicing sportsmanship is far better than 50 preaching it.” How powerful is it then when we have 500 singing from the same song sheet?

I have thoroughly enjoyed being President of the Bombers in 2015. We have achieved many terrific things. Without doubt though, the best of
these, is the opportunity we have given to our kids to simply play footy.

Tom Parker

President



MILESTONES

Michael LENZO
Ben VOS
Ryan HENNEKER
Michael ITALIANO
Blair KIRBY

YEAR 10
YEAR 10
YEAR 11
YEAR 11
YEAR 11

Craig AUSTEN
Anthony LENZO
Luke McNIECE

Claudia CIVITELLA
Francesca MARTINO
Sarah MURPHY

Youth Girls
Youth Girls
Youth Girls

Adam ITALIANO
Samuel STEEL
Jack MITCHELL*
James CONSTANTINE
Luca INCANI
Yianni KAKULAS
Tyler LEHNER
Benjamin SANTELLA
David SLATER
Joshua SMITH

* attained in 2014 season

YEAR 9
YEAR 9
YEAR 9
YEAR 10
YEAR 10
YEAR 10
YEAR 10
YEAR 10
YEAR 10
YEAR 10

Jordi COLLINS
Jess HIGGINS
Julian JONES
Christian NICHOLLS
Raffaele PAPALIA
Max RALSTON
Michael TASSONE
Xavier BOYLE
Samuel COLLING
Anthony MAZZA
Joshua MAZZA
Antony NGUYEN
Thomas ESENSOY
Daniel LA PIANA
Jordan PARR
James TORRE
Caleb WORTHY

YEAR 6
YEAR 7
YEAR 7
YEAR 7
YEAR 7
YEAR 7
YEAR 7
YEAR 8
YEAR 8
YEAR 8
YEAR 8
YEAR 8
YEAR 10
YEAR 10
YEAR 10
YEAR 10
YEAR 10



YEAR 3 RED

YEAR 3 BLACK
The 2015 season saw the boy’s progress from Year 2 Auskick to Year 3 Auskick but this season modified rules and a 12 round home and away
game fixture were introduced. The season also saw for the first time the introduction of mid-week training for the boys.

The Year 3 Black team had a great year, adapting and getting to know each other and then learning how to play as a team. It was clearly visible,
that the group’s general skill improvement was significant and the collective increase in effort the boys gave across the season was fantastic. The
efforts of the boys you could see bought joy and pride to the faces of their parents and by seasons end you could visibly see the team bond and the
boy’s efforts to work, share and celebrate each other’s achievements on the field were very noticeable.

Our training has focused on further developing the skills learnt at Auskick with additional time spent on tackling and handling being tackled which all
the boys have enjoyed. This has allowed us to progress all the boys in other areas such as ruck knocks, field position, kicking out after behinds and
most importantly, teamwork. 

I was very proud of each and every one of the boys.

I would like to thank the support group of people who made the job of coaching easier. 

Thanks to Justin Grey for expertly completing the team manager role. This is a role that requires quite a bit of organisation and communication and
Justin did this magnificently.

Thanks to Chris Deshon, for taking on the Assistant Coaching duties. Chris’s input and commitment has been extremely valuable during the season.

My sincere thanks and gratitude to all the parents. We had a wonderful group of enthusiastic and helpful parents, full of praise and encouragement
for all the boys, quick to help out at training and to volunteer for all those required jobs, from jumper washing, to bbq, canteen, goal umpiring,
snacks, setup and pack up their assistance and support and encouragement was much appreciated and gratefully accepted.

And finally thanks to Duncan Kegg, Chloe Rizzi and the Club for their assistance and support where and when required.

Coach - Stephen Ryan 
Assistant Coach - Chris Deshon
Manager - Justin Grey

Coolbinia Year 3 Black Team 2015 – Nicholas Bowden-Jones, Lachlan Brown, Giles Brown, John Del Marco, Isaac Deshon, Lucas Deshon,
Leonardo Farinola, Brendan Gannon, Aidan Grey, Jamison Heir, Matthew Kikiros, Noah Martinovich, Roman Quaid, Matthew Ryan and Joshua
Wells

See you all again in 2016!

Stephen Ryan
Coach Year 3 Black

2015 was a great year for the Year 3 Reds. We transitioned from the Auskick sessions into home and away games. As the season went on
the boys became a very tight knit unit, playing very hard for each other every week. This was best exemplified by the tackling efforts shown
every week, with a tally being kept towards the end of the season that was always hotly contested. It was also very encouraging to see the
skills of the boys improve each week, including some great leads into space and amazing goals.

The Thursday evening training sessions really helped the boys improve and develop there skills, with the goal kicking and half field games
always being hotly contested. I would like to say a big thanks to all the parents who helped out with training, washing the jumpers and
working up on the BBQ and canteen. And a big thanks to my Assistant Toby Seager and Manager Michael North for helping the season run
smoothly and getting the boys pumped and ready to go each week.

Peter Devlin
Coach Year 3 Red



STARKICK

YEAR 3 WHITE

If you read the Sunday Times, watched Channel 9 News, subscribe to Woman’s Day or listen to 720AM radio you’ve now probably heard of
Starkick.

Our Club launched a first in Football and in so many ways has shown the country what can be achieved within a local Community Football
Club. I was very privileged and honoured to be a part of this and have been very fortunate to have met some wonderful children and families
that I personally think are just amazing. 

Starkick started as just an idea and from a base of 0 by season end we had 47 children registered to play with the Coolbinia Bombers in
2015. That amazingly is around 10% of total club registrations. We’ve seen families drive 100’s of kilometres each week to be a part of our
great club. We’ve seen parents cry, we’ve seen children laughing but most importantly we’ve seen a community come together to help each
other. 

There have been so many highlights in our first year but a few that stand out for me are;

Our very first training session
Our wonderful Volunteers from Rotoract Mt Lawley
Fremantle Dockers player visit
Buddy Day with our Year 10 Team
Count Me in Game played at East Perth
AFL Auskick Game played at Domain Stadium 

But one thing stands above all else - 

To all the parents and Starkick players – Thank you for being a part of our Club and community. Thank you for serving in the canteen, driving
your children, cheering them on, and thank you for taking a chance with us. 

You probably don’t realise it but you have bought so much to our club this year and we are all the better for it. 

I look forward to 2016 when we suit up and do it all again.

Rob Geersen (Star Kick Co ordinator)

It was the first time this Group of kids had played Home & Away fixtures after 3 years of Auskick and this year we had a large group of 16 including 2 girls
who came over from junior girls and Bomberettes. 

They all undertook the challenge in a great & professional manner and represented the Club well. They seemed to adapt to the slight rule changes well
(introduction of tackling) and worked effortlessly throughout the season as a team and they all greatly improved their skills as the season went on. This
was also the first time they also had a separate training night as well as Sunday football and the numbers each week were excellent to see and the skill
development was obvious to witness.

They were a pleasure to coach and at times the opposition teams even commented how well they played and in the manner they presented themselves as
a team and the Club.

With the largest of the year 3 squads in 16, most weeks we had up to  4 on the bench but the kids all took their turn off the ground and didn't complain
when having to play in the backline as opposed to the forward line.

Although no official scores were kept at this level, the team did manage to win more than they lost which helped the team build in confidence against the
stronger Clubs as the season went on. 

Although no one game stood out as a highlight it was good to see the little things we practised at training each week (passing to a lead or a clearance from
the ruck knock) start to work on a more regular basis as the season went on. The highlight of the season would have to have been the our mini wind-up at
Laser tag - but I think the dads had just as much fun as the kids did.

My thanks to my team of helpers - Hayden Candy (Assistant Coach), Steve Filear (Manager), Barick Carder (First Aid Officer) and to Steve Mulvey for
helping me to set up the grounds at our home games and all the parents that helped with lollies & oranges on game day and the assisting in the canteen
when rostered on.

Finally I would like to personally thank all the kids for making my job as Coach a pleasure to do each week  and I look forward to seeing as many as
possible next season in Year 4's.

Paul Rolfe
Coach Year 3 White 



YEAR 4 RED

2015 was the first year of “Real” football for our Year 4 Team’s after graduating from the Coolbinia Auskick Centre. It’s fair to say we were all
on a bit of a learning curve early on. To start the Year 4’s fielded 3 teams of 13 players, but after 2 weeks it was decided to merge a team and
field 2 teams of 20 players each instead. As part of this change the Reds were fortunate to have Andrew Scanlan join as Co-Coach and Peter
Hawke took over the Team Manager duties. Jeremy Ladyman continued as an Assistant coach and Hugh Markey looked after all the First Aid
duties. A big thank you to each of you for all your tireless work throughout the year.

I was really pleased how the boys embraced the concept of training and home and away fixtures. They loved the more competitive element of
playing opposition sides each weekend and really developed in playing together as a team. The boys showed a strong willingness to learn
and improve their football and as the year progressed, those improvements were clearly evident. I’m pleased to say in one way or another
every player improved their football over the year and as a coach that’s all you can ever hope for. 

The change from Auskick to Mods is quite a big step as the players transition from the synthetic Auskick Footballs, to proper leather balls, as
well as getting used to a full size Mods ground and playing a full hour of Football each weekend. In early games without reserves the boys
certainly knew they had played a game!  It was also pleasing to see numbers attending training were great from day one, and continued to be
strong throughout the year. As coaches we can’t emphasise enough to the boys how important it is to practice, practice and practice some
more. Be that at training, at school or in the park the more time the boys spend with a football in their hands the faster they will improve their
skills. 

Looking back on 2015 a few highlights of the year where; 

The Year 4 Derby when Reds played the Whites. We videotaped the game and both teams got to run through a team banner as part of
the build-up. 

The Year 4 Players Tea when we all got to re-live the “Year 4 Derby” on the big screen.
Seeing boys thrive in leadership roles as each earned the right to captain the side.
Playing Little League at half time of the East Perth WAFL game.
Annual Parents v Kids game. The Ledger now stands at 5 – 0 in the Kids favour!

To our parent group – thank you. You come from all over to be a part of our Club and I am so proud all families have embraced the culture
and community spirit Coolbinia are so renowned for. For most of us we have only one thing in common and that’s through our children and
their Football Club, but the level of commitment you give each week is second to none. I’d also like to thank you for entrusting me with your
boys as they set out on their football journey. It’s a privilege to be involved with the group each week and they are a credit to you as parents
on how they behave both on and off the field. 

To the players – boys you have been a pleasure to coach this year. The way you represented yourselves and our club was fantastic and you
should all be very proud of that, as I know I am.  By now you have all taken home your personal football “Report Cards” on your season, and
what each of you needs to focus on for 2016.  I hope you tuck that report aside and maybe in 10 years or so look back on that and remember
your time playing in the Coolbinia Bombers - Year 4 Reds team. 

Hopefully you all had as much fun as I did and I’m already looking forward to 2016.

Rob Geersen
Coach Year 4 Red



JUNIOR GIRLS

YEAR 5 RED

The Junior Girls competition completed its third year and Coolbinia competed against a number of teams within East Perth District and
cross-district. Junior Girls is played in modified rules format and includes Year 4 to Year 7 girls so once again the teams attracted girls with a
range of physical size and skill levels.

With a lot of last year’s girls moving to Youth Girls, this season has been very much a building phase. We relied upon our experienced players
such as Maya – a huge kick and great on-field leader; Hannah – a true goal sneak; Annie – strong overhead mark; and Charlize – who loves
great driving runs. We also welcomed new players – Cate - with great tenacity for her size; Shae – good, clean football skills; Willow – who
only knows one speed – flat out; and of Lauren – great fighter and competitor.

While the Junior Girls were low on numbers, the Bombers displayed great football skills, in particular bouncing, tackling and marking, and also
played with great team spirit.

In the final round we held a Junior Girls Super Round held at Coolbinia. Four teams – Ellenbrook, Ballajura, Mundaring and Coolbinia
combined girls for a full team game. The game was hotly contested, with great ball movement and showed a great range of skills. I would like
to recognise Maya Thompson reaching the 25 games milestone – the first girl to achieve this at Coolbinia – a great achievement – well done
Maya.

Putting a competitive team together week after week is not possible without the valuable support of the parents, family and friends, so I would
like to greatly thank all the parents who have stepped up to be involved at both training and on game days, and in particular Leah’s efforts as
Team Manager. This season has my great pleasure to coach the Junior Girls and I look forward helping develop girls football for 2016. 

Sean Kenwery
Coach Junior Girls 

Another terrific season for the Grade 5 Red team at the Coolbinia Bombers comes to a close. The season presented many highlights
including:

* Half time match in the East Perth league game at Medibank Stadium.
* Playing a game against the Edmund Rice Lions.
* Excellent team performances across the season – especially against the Cardinals in Round 4 and against Mt Lawley in Round 14.
* The willingness of the boys to accept their rotations across the field with minimal fuss.

A big thank you to all the boys for giving of their best each game. My coaching philosophy is effort + attitude = results and I believe despite
the occasional slip up at training, the boys always brought a good attitude to games and I could never question their effort. I know I tested the
boys patience with my “to the pole and back please” requests as much as they tested mine, but I enjoyed the season thoroughly and found it
very rewarding. I hope they all did too.

Over the course of the year, across the board, we saw skills improve immeasurably; the players understand and embrace the importance of
enjoying their teammate’s success, and their ability to understand and implement basic games plans through practice at training increased as
the season progressed. Emphasis remained on effort and concentration and this came through in most games.

We met with great success over the year against most teams. I hope in 2016 that irrespective of which team the boys end up in that they are
faced with competitive opponents that challenge them individually and collectively. Closer games which test the boys physically and mentally
will force each individual to develop more as a footballer

Being a Junior Footy parent is also a tough gig (especially if you are juggling multiple sports with other children at different venues at the
same time!) however the Grade 5 parents are a great group of people who have offered support and their time whenever it has been needed.
Thank you for your support and assistance. I can’t recall a single match where people had to be reminded of their assignment. 

I would like to extend a special thanks to David Williams and Andrew Maughan who were terrific on Match Day.

I know I will see you all back next year, bigger, fitter and stronger. Practice your skills over the summer, think about the areas you can
improve in and you will have another great year in 2016.

Tom Parker
Coach Year 5 Red



YEAR 6 BLACK

2015 was another strong year for this group of 11 year olds. They approach every game with positivity and enthusiasm and are always
competitive. 

With a team of just 15 the guys had no bench all season, so managed plenty of game time.

It was another pleasing year of emerging talent and developing skills and I believe the Year 6 teams will provide CJFC a very good Year 7
group, who will be hard to beat as they move into scoring and playing for points in 2016.

We had one player achieve 50 games this year on the last game of the season. Congratulations to Jordi Collins.

I would like to especially thank all of the parents in particular Tenneill Houlahan for her management role and Brett Busslinger for his assistant
coaching help, along with Todd Colquhoun. 

Congratulations to the players on a great year and look forward to seeing everyone back at the club in 2016.

Daryl Collins
Coach Year 6 Black 



GAME TALLIES

Notes
Games are now tallied from Year 3 onwards.
Participation in Junior Carnivals counts as one game.

Games played with other Clubs are included
however excluded for the purpose of Club
Honour Boards and Life Membership (150 games).
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Tom Parker
Role Shared
Ian Yiannakis
Craig Austen
Chloe Rizzi
Rob Greerson
Shawn Pearson
Role Shared
Wayne French

OFFICE BEARERS 2015

President    
Secretary                                
Treasurer                               
Registrar                                
Auskick Manager           
Merchandising Coordinator      
Sponsorship Coordinator         
Canteen Coordinator                      
Club Delegate                  
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